
1 . (Amended) A latch assembly for r ele asably s e curing a first memb e r in a clos e d position 
r el at i v e to a s e cond m e mb e r, on e of s a id first memb e r a nd sa i d s e cond m e mber hav i ng a 
k ee p e r in a fix e d pos i tional r e lat i onship th e r e w i th , the latch assembly comprising: 

an elongate housing having sidewalls thereto and a hook-like shaped member 
extending outwardly transversely thereto from an outside of a said sidewall thereof ; 

a pawl pivotally attached to the housing and being movable between a closed and of 
e ngag e d configurat i on and an open or d i s e ng a g e d configur a tion position , the pawl being 
provided with a torsion spring member that biases the pawl toward the open position of 
dis e ng a g e d configur a tion ; 

a solenoid supported within by the housing and operating parallel to the longitudinal 
axis thereof ; and 

a locking member extending from said solenoid parallel to the longitudinal axis of the 
housing and actuated by said solenoid, the locking member being movable to selectively 
intercept the pivotal path of the pawl b e tw ee n e xtend e d and r e tract e d pos i t i ons, ; 

wherein wh e n the pawl extends outwardly from said housing transversely to the 
longitudinal axis thereof and in adjacent proximity to said housing hook-like shaped member 
i mpacts th e k ee p e r dur i ng clos i ng of th e f i rst a nd s e cond m e m be rs tog e th e r, th e p a w l is 
mov e d to th e c l os e d configurat i on, a l ug proj e ct i ng from th e paw l b ei ng e ngag e d by th e 
lock i ng m e mb e r to r e ta i n th e paw l in th e c l os e d configurat i on, and 

wh e r ei n r e tracting th e l ock i ng memb e r by e n e rg i z i ng th e so le noid, a ll ows th e paw l to 
rotat e und e r spring b ia s to th e op e n configurat i on to th e r e by a ll ow th e l atch to b e 
d i s e ngag e d from th e k ee per . 

2. (Withdrawn under requirement for restriction) 

3. (Amended) The latch assembly of claim 1, wherein the housing includes an opening in a 
sidewall thereof, the pawl operating though this opening and being mounted for the pivoting 
movement at a point outside of the sidewall of the housing sa i d pawl m e mb e r i s arrang e d 
p e rp e ndicu l ar w i th said hous i ng . 

4. (Withdrawn under requirement for restriction) 

5. (Withdrawn under requirement for restriction) 
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6. (Withdrawn under requirement for restriction) 

7. (New) The latch assembly of claim 3, wherein the pawl is mounted to the hook-like 
shaped member for pivoting, the mounting location being outside of the sidewall from which 
the hook-like shaped member extends. 

8. (New) The latch assembly of claim 7, wherein the hook-like shaped member is bifurcated 
having a pair of spaced apart hook-shaped flanges. 

9. (New) The latch assembly of claim 8, wherein each of the hook-shaped flanges carries 
recession, these recessions being juxtaposed, and wherein the pawl has a pair of pivot 
spindles extending from opposite sides of the pawl, the pawl being snapably mountable into 
the hook-shaped flange recessions. 

10. (New) The latch assembly of claim 1 , wherein the locking member carries a collar at a 
point along the extension thereof. 

11. (New) The latch assembly of claim 10, also including a spring positioned inboard of the 
locking member collar and operating against the solenoid from which the locking member 
extends to bias the locking member to extend outwardly from the solenoid. 

12. (New) The latch assembly of claim 9, wherein the locking member carries a collar at a 
point along the extension thereof. 

13. (New) The latch assembly of claim 12, also including a spring positioned inboard of the 
locking member collar and operating against the solenoid from which the locking member 
extends to bias the locking member to extend outwardly from the solenoid. 

14. (New) The latch assembly of claim 13, also including lateral tabs, one each extending 
from each of the hook-shaped flanges. 

1 5. (New) The latch assembly of claim 14, wherein each of the lateral tabs is positioned on 
the outboard face of the respective hook-shaped flange. 
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16. (New) A latch assembly for releasably securing a first member to a second member, said 
second member having a keeper in a fixed positional relationship therewith, the latch assembly 
comprising: 

an elongate housing having sidewalls thereto and a hook-like shaped member 
extending outwardly transversely thereto from an outside of a said sidewall thereof; 

a pawl pivotally attached to said housing and pivotably movable between a closed 
position and an open position, said pawl engaging said keeper in said closed position; 

a spring member biasing said pawl to said open position; and 

means positioned within said housing and operating parallel to the longitudinal axis 
thereof for intercepting the pivotal movement of said pawl for holding said pawl in said 
closed position; 

wherein said pawl extends outwardly from said housing transversely to said 
longitudinal axis thereof and in adjacent proximity to said housing hook-like shaped member. 

17. (New) The latch assembly of claim 16, wherein the housing includes an opening in a 
sidewall thereof, the pawl operating though this opening and being mounted for the pivoting 
movement at a point outside of the sidewall of the housing. 

18. (New) The latch assembly of claim 17, wherein the pawl is mounted to the hook-like 
shaped member for pivoting, the mounting location being outside of the sidewall from which 
the hook-like shaped member extends. 

19. (New) The latch assembly of claim 18, wherein the hook-like shaped member is 
bifurcated having a pair of spaced apart hook-shaped flanges. 

20. (New) The latch assembly of claim 1 9, wherein each of the hook-shaped flanges carries 
recession, these recessions being juxtaposed, and wherein the pawl has a pair of pivot 
spindles extending from opposite sides of the pawl, the pawl being snapably mountable into 
the hook-shaped flange recessions. 

21 . (New) The latch assembly of claim 20, wherein said intercepting and holding means 
includes: 
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a solenoid supported within said housing and operating parallel to said longitudinal 
axis thereof; and 

a locking member extending from said solenoid parallel to said longitudinal axis of 
said housing and actuated by said solenoid, said locking member being movable to 
selectively intercept said pivotably movable pawl. 

22. (New) A latch assembly for engaging a keeper, comprising: 

an elongate housing having sidewalls thereto and a hook-like shaped member 
extending outwardly transversely to the longitudinal axis of said housing, said hook-like 
shaped member being connected to an outside of a said sidewall of said housing; 

a pawl pivotally attached to said housing and pivotably movable between a first 
position and a second position, said pawl engaging said keeper in said second position; and 

means positioned within said housing and operating parallel to said longitudinal axis 
thereof for intercepting the pivotal movement of said pawl thereby prohibiting said pawl from 
pivoting; 

wherein said pawl extends outwardly from said housing transversely to said 
longitudinal axis thereof and in adjacent proximity to said housing hook-like shaped member. 



